tected controls, and the author concluded that tolerance towards sublethal irradiation and the susceptibility to leukemia acted as independent -factors. From the assumption that both the lethal and the leukemogenic effects of radiation are independent quantal responses, distributed in a population of hematopoietic stem cells in any -irradiated mouse, the author developed a statistical method of 'marking probit'. This suggests that successive doses are additive for the initiation of the leukiemogenic process, but not for the development of radiation leukxemia.
At the end of the French text, summaries are given in English and there is an extensive bibliography. The monograph will be of value mainly to experimental radiobiologists but also to those concerned with statistical analysis of radiation effects in man.
Taber's Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary by Clarence Wilbur Taber 9th ed pp xi+ 1328 illustrated 54s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 A comprehensive glossary combining within its covers a medical dictionary with a compendium of diseases; the more common forms of accidents with their first aid treatments; brief details of nursing procedures; names of drugs with details of dosage and uses. The appendix includes tables of arteries, veins, lists of poisons and their antidotes, as well as the usual tables of physical constants, and weights and measures. A section called 'The Interpreter' contains in five different languages 373 phrases commonly used in conducting medical interviews.
In short, this is a useful book for the home or the office. The English user should beware of American spelling and idiom.
Pathology of the Lung (Excluding Pulmonary Tuberculosis)
by H Spencer IW(Lond) PhD FRcs(Eng) C)TM&H(Eng) pp xv+850 illustrated £10 Oxford, &c.: Perganon Press 1962 This book lives up to the warm recommendation of Averill A Liebow's foreword, that it is sound and comprehensive and that meticulous scholarship and discernment have made possible the condensation of much information into comparatively little space. It is an excellently printed and illustrated textbook of the macroscopic and microscopic morbid anatomy of diseases of the lung. The 22 chapters are arranged in orthodox fashion, starting with einbryology and anatomy, going on to congenital abnormalities, various types of infection including an account of pulmonary mycotic diseases and parasitic diseases, the pneumoconioses and other occupational diseases, radiation injuries, emphysema, vascular diseases, pulmonary oedema, metabolic disorders, and diseases of uncertain origin and tumours.
The text is clear and terse, supported by nearly 2,000 references. Dr Spencer sets out the pathological findings in almost every known lung disease, apart from tuberculosis, and accentuates their mechanisms of production including experimental pathology rather than clinical, physiological and radiological correlations. There is no room for very detaied descriptions of microscopic findings and differential diagnosis; these are covered by the references. The volume and quality of information packed into 'Pathology of the Lung' must represent an enormous amount of painstaking work by the author, to whom pathologists, chest physicians and chest surgeons will be greatly indebted.
Clio Medica Series of Primers on the History of Medicine: Pathology by E B Krumbhaar MD reprint ed pp xvii +206 illustrated 18s 6d New York: Hafner 1962 This is a paper-back-reprint of a book published in 1937, with no attempt at revision. It is not an especially exciting history of pathologyless so than the even older one of Long's, and much less so than the relevant parts of Singer's various works. The thread of narrative is well enough maintained, but it is at intervals hidden behind the catalogues of names which are the bane of medical histories. Nevertheless, this publication makes Krumbhaar's work readily available and at small cost, and these are great virtues. Isolation of the history of pathology from the rest of medicine makes it possible to study the evolution of ideas and to understand better the background of logical thinking which led to practical achievements. Even if a little pedestrian, this is well worth reading, and not only by pathologists.
Cardiacs and Diabetics in Industry by Grace Wyshak SM in Hyg, Leonid S Snegireff MD DrPH and Augusta F Law MD MPH pp xvii +260 illustrated 86s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thonuas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 The authors have selected, from 18 American firms, 709 employees suffering from heart disease or diabetes and compared their absence and sickness rates with those of matched controls. Since aU persons studied were in employment, anyone severely afflicted was excluded.
The book is mainly about sufferers from heart disease, since only 8 % of the group had diabetes and it is not clear why they were included in the study. The authors conclude, not surprisingly perhaps, that careful medical assessment of workers and placing them in suitable jobs will reduce the time they lose from work through sickness. One feels that this message could have been conveyed as persuasively in fewer words and tables, and at much lower cost, if the authors had embodied their results in, say, a paper in a journal of industrial health.
Shaw's Textbook of Gyniecology revised by John Howkins MD MS FRCS FRCOG 8thed ppviii+852 illustrated 40s London: Churchill 1962 The eighth edition of Shaw's textbook of gynxcology as revised by John Howkins presents an up-to-date appreciation of the subject and should be of value to students at all stages.
There has been much revision of previous chapters in the light of recent research and the author's clinical experience, and nearly 100 new illustrations are included. Readers will welcome new chapters on intersex and contraception, and the unusual feature of a glossary of terms at the end of the book.
Orthodox views have been stressed and yet the author's own individual approach to the subject is clearly discernible in the text. In particular, excellent descriptive and illustrative accounts of all accepted gynecological surgical procedures are given, including some procedures which have only recently gained acceptance, such as culdoscopy and colposcopy.
The absence of other than the scantiest bibliography is to be regretted in a book which, although primarily intended for undergraduate students, is deservedly claimed by the publishers as adequate for advanced students.
Analgesia and Anesthesia in Obstetrics by J P Greenhill MD American Lecture Series No. 489 2nd ed pp vi +92 illustrated $5.25 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 This book is a rather superficial review of an extensive and interesting problem. It deals with this in two parts, each of which warrants a more detailed account for clear understanding. The physiology of pain in labour as a basis for therapy is not discussed.
The approach to the problem of analgesia is not the same as that of the British obstetricians; indeed, it contains some very opposite views, e.g. on the use of opiates near the time of delivery. Emphasis is laid on caudal, saddle block and spinal analgesia together with Cisarean section under local infiltration.
Dick-Read's technique and hypnosis are given a brief mention, but are surely of interest. Heyn's decompression is not sufficiently discussed in its mechanics. Anesthesia in obstetrics is an art by itself and no book of this type could possibly deal with it adequately. The front cover states that there is a 'new' anaesthetic called halothane, but then goes on to say that it may have a place; it does not mention the possible dangers of halothane in obstetrics.
The section on the prevention and treatment of respiratory disturbances in the infant is very useful and concise. Intragastric oxygen is now thought in this country to be unwise, especially when more efficient and effective means are available.
This book is well produced and easy to read, but is rather expensive at $5.25. It may be of value to the junior obstetrician but cannot be recommended for the anesthetist. It is pleasant to find that this standard textbook has been extensively revised and brought up to date.
The format of the new edition is clear and it is easy to read. The reader is given a multi-dimensional approach and full emphasis is placed on the psychological, social, physiological and genetic aspects of the subject.
The chapter on psychiatry and the law has of necessity been entirely revised, and the new Mental Health Act has been fully covered. Denny-Brown's monograph is not easy reading. Nor is his text made simpler by the many clinical photographs which are too small and too dark to be helpful. This criticism applies particularly to the animal pictures. None the less, this important volume, an expansion of the Croonian Lectures of the R.C.P., will for many years form a memorable contribution to a vexed problem in pathophysiology. Close clinical analysis, intimate pathological study, and profound physiological thought are harmoniously combined. The author emphasizes the identity of posture and movement.
The spasms and abnormal motions which characterize extrapyramidal disease represent an exaggeration and a conflict of normal reflex fac-
